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UNMANAGED OFF-ROADING THREATENS
CALIFORNIA’S NATURAL HERITAGE AND RURAL COMMUNITIES

California's natural beauty, wildlife, wetlands and private property
are increasingly threatened by off-road vehicle (ORV) abuse. Illegal
and irresponsible ORV use can do serious harm to the environment
and displace traditional forms of  outdoor recreation.  As ORV
use increases, so do the numbers of those who use their vehicles
in ways that damage California's natural heritage and cause
significant and adverse impacts to local communities.  On major
holiday weekends, rural communities are often invaded by scores
of  ORVs and are subject to unacceptable levels of  noise, dust,
trespass and harassment.

Illegal off-road vehicle use has damaged sensitive dunes
and displaced traditional outdoor recreation in Tolowa

Dunes State Park.

California's off-highway vehicle (OHV) program provides
important law enforcement funding that, if properly used, can
protect California's wilderness, wildlife, and local communities
from ORV damage.  California's OHV Grants Program, which
has provided about $18 million annually, is set to expire on January
1st, 2008. This year's legislative session provides an opportunity
to strengthen and reform the program to protect California's private
and public lands from illegal off-road vehicles.
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A growing coalition of  conservationists,
outdoor recreation advocates, and community
activists and residents are working to make
sure that Californians are protected from
irresponsible and illegal ORV damage.   As
the OHV program is renewed this year, we're
urging legislators to strengthen law
enforcement to protect communities and our
natural heritage.
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Irresponsible ORV use is damaging private and
public lands across the state:

Along the northern California Coast, illegal
ORV use has invaded Tolowa Dunes State
Park, threatening rare coastal dunes and habitat
for the snowy plover.

In the California desert and other
communities adjacent to public lands, home
owners are being besieged by illegal riders who
deface private property and directly threaten
local residents.

In the Sierra Nevada, illegal ORV use is
degrading mountain streams and rivers, like
the South Fork Yuba River in the Tahoe
National Forest.
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